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Restoration of Silla capital and "Kohan" Scale(An Old
Korean Scale) Considering articles in "Samguksagi”
and "Samgukyusa”

Arai, Hiroshi

Many restoration models on the grid planning of the old Silla capital have been reported already.
However all of these restorations still remain in fragmentary consideration for observation of old maps,
archacological information or old documents and are lacking in general consideration including
metrological view - points. For example, though Samguk - Sagi says the length is 3075 bo, the width
is 3018 bo and 35 ri and 6 bu in it, it has not been clear yet that why the detailed expressions such
as 3075 bo, 3018 bo is used, or how long the actual bo length is, or where 35 ri or 6 bu are located
in. The situation for the Samguk - isa's mention 1360(360) bang 55 ri is not quite different. Though
many rescarchers restored the grid planning, nobody has paid attention to comparison between the
restored size of the city and the Samguk - sagi's item 3075 bo, 3018 bo.

This author, from a different point of view, tried to restore the grid planning by analyzing the
Samguk - sagi and Samguk - isa articles faithfully.

As a result, only from analyzing these texts, we could get the restored grid planning that 1 bang is
square 100 bo, 9 bang (square 300 bo) is 1 ri and 100 ri (square 10 ri) is the total capital area.

In this restoration model, the bang part (the residence area) agrees well with the Yun Mubyong's
restoration model or the Azuma Ushio and Tanaka Toshiaki's restoration model, that is. the new
model covers some of the conventional restoration models.

Incidentally one block length of the actual grit in the old Silla capital is now given as 160m by
recent archaeological researches. Therefore 1 bo shown in Samguk - sagi is calculated to be 1.60m
and 1 foot is to be 26.7cm. This length agrees very well with Kohan scale(old Korean scale) which

was introduced inductively by computer analysis for many ruins.
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